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AINOLABS  ·  ASSUMPTION REVEAL

What the Paris Agreement assumes, believes and
expects
Source: United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change - Paris Agreement treaty text,
2015 (16 pages).

5 assumptions worth your attention
These claims are never argued for directly, but the document depends on them.

CLIMATE, ESG AND TRANSITION

The agreement assumes self-set national pledges, renewed every five years, will
add up to holding warming well below 2 °C, though no party-level emission figure
is set.

Why it matters: Article 2 sets well below 2 °C with efforts toward 1.5 °C, while Article 4 has each Party
prepare and communicate its own contribution, renewed every five years. The first global stocktake is set
for 2023 and every five years after.

How we deduced this: Article 4.2 has Parties pursue measures 'with the aim of achieving the objectives of such
contributions'; the goal in Article 2 is met only if all pledges together are enough, yet the text sets no party-level
figure and no test of the total except the stocktake.

What would prove or disprove it: Aggregate emissions implied by contributions in the public registry compared
with the pathway to well below 2 °C at the 2023 stocktake and each one after it.

GOVERNMENT, POLICY AND REGULATION

The agreement assumes transparency reporting and a non-punitive committee will
keep Parties on track, even though any Party may withdraw after three years plus
one year's notice.

Why it matters: Article 15 sets up a facilitative, non-adversarial and non-punitive committee, and Article 13
describes a framework that is non-intrusive and non-punitive. Article 28 lets a Party withdraw three years
after entry into force for it, effective one year after notification, and Article 27 allows no reservations.

How we deduced this: Articles 13.3 and 15.2 rule out punitive consequences, while Article 28 allows exit;
compliance therefore depends on reporting and reputational pressure being enough, which the text never argues.

What would prove or disprove it: Outcomes of the Article 13 technical expert reviews and any withdrawal
notifications deposited with the UN Secretary-General.Ai
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FINANCING, LIQUIDITY AND CAPITAL ALLOCATION

Developing-country ambition is assumed to rise with finance from developed
Parties, yet no amount, deadline or enforcement is set in the text.

Why it matters: Article 4.5 says enhanced support will allow higher ambition, and Article 9 says developed
Parties shall provide financial resources and communicate projected public finance every two years. Article
9.3 says mobilization should represent a progression beyond previous efforts, without giving an amount.

How we deduced this: Article 4.5 links higher ambition to enhanced support, and Article 9.1 requires developed
Parties to provide resources but names no sum or date; the link only works if support is delivered, and the text
does not say what follows if it is not.

What would prove or disprove it: Biennial communications under Article 9.5 and the finance review in each global
stocktake compared with earlier efforts.

CLIMATE, ESG AND TRANSITION

A balance of emissions and removals in the second half of the century is assumed
reachable through technology and sinks, with no volumes or interim dates set.

Why it matters: Article 4.1 aims for global peaking as soon as possible, with peaking taking longer for
developing countries, then rapid reductions. Article 10 calls innovation critical and Article 5 asks Parties to
conserve and enhance sinks and reservoirs, including forests.

How we deduced this: Article 4.1 sets a balance between emissions and removals in the second half of this
century; that needs technology and sinks at scale, but Articles 5 and 10 only say Parties 'should' or 'are
encouraged' to act, with no quantities.

What would prove or disprove it: Global emissions peak year and net removals reported in national inventory
reports at the 2023 stocktake and later ones.

GOVERNMENT, POLICY AND REGULATION

Differentiated duties assume 'developed' and 'developing' Parties stay clearly
separable, though this text does not define either and expects developing Parties
to move toward economy-wide targets over time.

Why it matters: Developed Parties should take absolute economy-wide targets (Article 4.4) and shall
provide finance (Article 9.1), while other Parties are only encouraged to provide support voluntarily (Article
9.2). Article 4.4 also expects developing Parties to move over time toward economy-wide targets.

How we deduced this: Article 1 adopts the Convention's definitions and adds only three of its own, none for
'developed' or 'developing'; the duties in Articles 4.4 and 9 need a stable split between groups, which this text
does not state.

What would prove or disprove it: How Parties are treated as developed or developing in later contributions and
stocktake outcomes, and whether more Parties begin providing finance.

The fuller list
Sorted by how the document itself frames each claim.
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Category Claim Dimension Source

Stated outright Holding the global average temperature increase
to well below 2 °C above pre-industrial levels,
while pursuing efforts to limit it to 1.5 °C.

Climate, ESG and
transition

Article 2.1(a)

Stated outright Nationally determined contributions are recorded
in a public registry maintained by the secretariat,
and successive contributions will progress beyond
the current one, reflecting highest possible
ambition.

Government, policy and
regulation

Articles 4.3 and
4.12

Stated outright Use of internationally transferred mitigation
outcomes is voluntary and authorized by
participating Parties, with robust accounting to
avoid double counting.

Climate, ESG and
transition

Article 6.2-6.3

Stated outright The Agreement enters into force 30 days after at
least 55 Parties accounting for at least an
estimated 55 per cent of global greenhouse gas
emissions have ratified.

Timeline and delivery Article 21.1

Stated outright At its first session the meeting of the Parties is to
adopt rules for the Article 6 mechanism,
transparency modalities and capacity-building
arrangements, leaving operating detail to later
decisions.

Timeline and delivery Articles 6.7, 11.5,
13.13

Stated outright
(risk framing)

Parties may be affected not only by climate
change but by the impacts of measures taken in
response, so concerns of economies most affected
must be considered.

Government, policy and
regulation

Preamble; Article
4.15

Stated outright
(risk framing)

Loss and damage from extreme weather and slow
onset events, including irreversible and permanent
loss, is expected to call for cooperation on early
warning, insurance and risk pooling.

Climate, ESG and
transition

Article 8

Partly third-party National greenhouse gas inventories use good
practice methodologies accepted by the IPCC and
agreed by the Parties' conference.

Evidence and disclosure
quality

Article 13.7(a), via
IPCC

Partly third-party Stocktakes and mitigation pace rely on best
available science, with no named scientific body or
assessment cycle in the text.

Evidence and disclosure
quality

Articles 4.1 and
14.1

Asserted, no
evidence shown

A 1.5 °C limit is said to significantly reduce risks
and impacts of climate change; no evidence or
quantified impacts are given.

Climate, ESG and
transition

Article 2.1(a)

Asserted, no
evidence shown

Greater mitigation is said to reduce the need for
additional adaptation, and greater adaptation
needs to involve greater costs; no figures are
given.

Climate, ESG and
transition

Article 7.4

Asserted, no
evidence shown

Accelerating innovation is called critical for an
effective, long-term response and for economic
growth and sustainable development; no evidence
is cited.

Technology and product
execution

Article 10.5
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Category Claim Dimension Source

Aspiration, no
numbers

Finance flows are to be made consistent with a
low-emission, climate-resilient pathway; no
amount, share or date is given.

Financing, liquidity and
capital allocation

Article 2.1(c)

Aspiration, no
numbers

Parties establish a global goal on adaptation to
ensure an adequate adaptation response;
adequacy is not defined and no target is set.

Climate, ESG and
transition

Article 7.1

Aspiration, no
numbers

All Parties should strive to formulate and
communicate long-term low greenhouse gas
emission development strategies; no date or
content standard is set.

Climate, ESG and
transition

Article 4.19

Implied by the text Contributions are due every five years and
informed by stocktakes also every five years from
2023, so each stocktake result must land before
the next contribution.

How deduced: Article 4.9 says each contribution is
'informed by the outcomes of the global stocktake' and
Article 14.2 sets the stocktakes at five-year intervals;
this needs the stocktake to finish before contributions
are due, which the text does not schedule.

Timeline and delivery Articles 4.9 and
14.2

Implied by the text Avoiding double counting of transferred mitigation
outcomes depends on accounting guidance that
the Agreement leaves to later decisions.

How deduced: Article 6.2 requires robust accounting
'consistent with guidance adopted by the Conference'
and Article 6.7 defers rules to the first session; the
safeguard needs that guidance to exist and be applied,
and the text does not contain it.

Legal, litigation and
compliance

Articles 6.2, 6.5 and
6.7

Standard legal
boilerplate

Disputes follow the Convention's settlement
procedures, no reservations are allowed, and the
six language texts are equally authentic.

Legal, litigation and
compliance

Articles 24, 27 and
29

Page references are the page numbers printed in the document.
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